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1 November 1877 at the
fmances. It was the first full
t and Sullivan collaborated

The idea of love sickness in opéras was by no means new at the
time. However, in true Gilbertian fashion the humour and fun of
The Sorcerer is that most of the cast partake of a love potion which
makes them fall in love with the wrong people.

The great duo went on to scribe and compose many other better
known and loved operettas but The Sorcerer combines a typical
Gilbertian libretto with Sullivan’s excellent score and gives its
producers an exciting opportunity to be inventive in the portrayal
of its ‘Magic Spells’. I am sure that in the early days there must
have been a few alarming moments as the odd pyrotechnic magic
spell went awry and | suspect actors both professional and
amateur have ‘exited left’ rather more swiftly than intended over
the years.

I sincerely hope that you enjoy our performance and that you will
not need to be evacuated from the theatre other than at the end
of the evening in a satisfied and orderly manner.

WRichard Steel

President

Vice Presidents an
Honorary Life Members

Fred Allgood, Valerie Bell, Margaret Bone, Jo Burnaby,
Geoffrey Burnaby, Eileen Evans, Phyllis Hamblin, Brian Hurst,
Bob Jones, The Mayor of Winchester, Pamela Peskett,

James Sabben-Clare, Richard Steel, Dick Trower,

Christine Walters, David Weait, Michael Williams.

Council of Management
and Committee (2007-2008)

Richard Steel (President), Susan Beckett,

Anne Croudass (Chairman), Brian Hurst,

Martin Larcombe (Company Secretary), Adrian Hickford

(Hon. Treasurer), Sue Aiken, David Anderson,

Jacqui Beckingham, Louise Hodson, Pamela Jones, Colin Paice,
Gill Russell (Hon. Secretary), Vernon Tottle.

GINGER
TWO

HOME BOUTIQUE

Ginger Two Home Boutique is Winchester's brand
new home accessories store. With a fabulous
range of products and beautiful boutique
surroundings, it's a great place to shop for
something special for the home and garden.

29 St Thomas Street
Winchester, Hampshire, SO23 9H
Tel: 01962 877733
Email:sales@gingertwo.com
Web: www.gingertwo.com
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organic vegetable boxes
fresh from our farm
to your door

« fresh
* organic

move to a healthier, fresher diet of » taditionally grown
seasonal vegetables delivered

free to your doorstep

« seasonal
* full of flavour

« grown by a co-op
of farmers

our award winning vegboxes
start from only £7.90

- great value

* easy to order
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Riverford
growing closer

for more details visit
www.riverford.co.uk
or call 0845 600 2311
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ometimes cheering.

performer with the com
years. He counts it as a vi
directed two previous pr ons. These were the 1996 setting
of The Mikado and the 1998 version of lolanthe, both at the
Guildhall. Having the opp@rtunity to see his vision of The Sorcerer
come to life at The Theatre Royal now completes his ambition of

setting his three favourite Gilbert and Sullivan operas.

When working with our city’s operatic society Max is always
impressed by the dedication of individuals on stage as well as
behind it. Collectively the performers on stage and in the pit can
be relied upon to give of their best and maintain the standards
their loyal audiences have come to expect. The troupe who work
in all non-performing areas must be the envy of so many amateur
groups; they are diligent, industrious and utterly reliable.

As ever, he is drawn to the lyricism of the music, the wit of the
libretto and the sheer delight of the fantasy which these operettas
afford. He is sure you will find something comical to amuse you,
something serious to make you reflecta moment or two and he is
confidentyou will leave the theatre at the end of the performance
not only more light-hearted in your step but carrying a tune or
two into the days that follow. What a legacy the two great
Savoyards have left us!

Although this is Martinfs
Society, he has been actiy
many years. He has been ifvol
companies over the years as a
and musical director. He is pa
life member of Southampton
winning the Daily Echo Curtain Calllaward for Best Musical Director
for The Pirates of Penzance with RAODS - a show that also scooped
five other awards, including Production of the Year. Never afraid of
a busy schedule, he is due to appear at The Point in Eastleigh to
MD Oliver! next week with Eastleigh Operatic & Musical Society.
Following that he will MD Little Shop of Horrors with eomsjs in July
and Snoopy with RAODS in November. Somehow Martin has to fit all
these activities around his day job as a software engineer.

ompanies in the area
r ninety shows with other
musician, stage managet
proud to have been made 4
Society last year, as well as

Synopsis

Alexis and Aline, the two most eligible youngsters in The Village, are
to be married amidst general rejoicing and feasting. Alexis decides
thatto ensure true everlasting love, the couple will drink a love potion,
administered by The Sorcerer, John Wellington Wells. The potion has
the effect of making its victim fall in love with the first person they see
on reawakening. When the residents of The Village drink the mixture
from the communal teapot, it’s not always their intended whom they
see on waking up. Comedy and tragedy are the inevitable results.
Set in a retirement home staffed by the Society’s great singers it is a
minor masterpiece that revolves around love, ambition and of course
that love potion. Outstanding Sullivan songs and typical Gilbertian
misunderstandings make for a masterful operetta.

trollbeads
The original since 1976
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Funeral Directors

Richard Steel
& Partners

[&JPartners]Ltd|

Family Owned
FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
Four generations
of personal family
service since 1860
* 24 hour care *

e Richard Steel ¢ Iain Steel
* Mark Allery

Alderman House Chesil House

12-14 City Road 6 Chesil Street
Winchester 2" Winchester
S02388G ' S0230HU

(01962) 862333 (01962) 844044
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ir Marmaduke Po
The elderly owner of the
" is not sure that his son’s
retirement and care h

- Clive Hilton

h has seen statelier times; he
n of the one family asset to a
- the best way to secure future
financial security. He has ambitions to resurrect a long-rested
dalliance with Lady Sa ure so that he might, through
marriage, secure the wealthy inheritance it is rumoured she holds
in bonds and gilts.

Mr Alexis Pointdextre - Dan Hickson

The son of Sir Marmaduke who has three ambitions: to run his
care home as an award winning twilight home where those who
can afford it most offset the costs of those who cannot; to prove
alternative therapies are efficacious, and to champion the cause
of romanticism so that everyone can find love as he has found
with Aline.

Dr Daly - Tony Blackshaw

The retired vicar of Ploverleigh who finds his own background a
comfort to other residents, so much so that he has recently
returned to routinely wearing the cloth again and ministering to
the spiritual needs of both staffand residents alike. It amuses him
to reminisce how things might have turned out differently had he
not given his life to the church and so never settled down with a
special companion of his own.

Mr John Wellington Wells - Adrian Hickford

A charlatan who has dabbled in sales and other forms of hustling.
He has gathered a few cheap tricks to enhance his gift of the gab
and so runs a series of fraudulent operations. Subject to many
complaints against him from the Society of Homeopaths and the
British Astrological and Psychics Society and a number of other
legitimate associations, Special Branch are investigating his scam
of tricking the gullible to part with their money for slimming aids
and quasi-supernatural potions and philtres.

Ringo B Ratfold QC - Michael Palette

Once a rising star of the courts of justice, Ringo’s premature
deafness and arterial sclerosis have robbed him of the glittering
promise of his earlier years. He now amuses himself by serving
faux-writs on his many friends and acquaintances in The Village.

Old Hercules - Mike Vokes

Onetime gardener’s apprentice, this wrinkled retainer moved into
household duties as a footman and rose to become Sir
Marmaduke’s valet during his military service. He has never
known any home other than the Pointdextre “pile” and since his
retirement because of frequent bronchial dispositions he has
remained nominally on the staff roll owing to the indulgent
compassion of “the young sir” as he insists on calling Alexis.

Residents and Staff

Sue Aiken, David Anderson, Gill Beck, Jo Blackwell, Clare Britton,
Samantha Bushell, Amanda Crane, Anne Croudass, Pam Farren,
Jill Fitzpatrick, Lizzie Gilbert, Jan Gwynne-Howell, Talia Hedstrém,
Annette Hilton, Louise Hodson, Bob Jones, Graham Light, Alan
Matheson, Rosemary Merchant, Colin Paice, Heather Reid, David
Rowe, Gill Russell, Claire Smith, Frances Stirrup, Vernon Tottle,
Mary Twomey, Mike Vokes.

Lady Annabella Sangazi
A minor aristocrat from oné
herdaughterAline and has,
in the past. Her recollection
being presented at the 1957
more in the forefront of her mi
everyday requirements.

zcome rather prone to livin
romantic alliances prior to;

ow than the concerns of her"

Miss Aline Sangazure - Katie Hickson

The rumour is that Aline is in fact the grand-daughter of Annabella
although she has always been brought up as her daughter.
Somewhat a modern woman, she has had some scandalous
exposure in the press for her rather forward manner in the
company of men, particularly those she likes! However, since
falling for Alexis Pointdextre, there is not a single paparazzo who
has been able to snap anything untoward whatsoever.

Mrs Zora Partlet - Liz Petley-Jones

The matron of The Village. Having long been in the employ of the
Pointdextres as Nanny to the younger generations, it was an
obvious move to running the medical care side of the home. No
one is quite sure that there ever was a Mr Partlet; many assume
that the Mrsis a title adopted for the sake of decorum, particularly
on the birth of her daughter Constance.

Miss Constance Partlet - Helen O’Sullivan

Keeper of the keys to the drug cabinet and dispensary, Constance
is known for her lovely manner rather than her intellectual grasp
of matters and her abiding affection for Dr Daly whom she is too
shy to tell. Her sweet disposition and generous nature have often
caused other gentlemen in The Village to pay her compliments
which she simply ignores with a smile.
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Interval 20 minutes

'ACT 2
Midnight the same day

Musical Numbers

Act1

Ring forth, ye bells

Constance, my daughter

When he is here

The air is charged

Time was, when Love & | were well acquainted
Sir Marmaduke

With heart & with voice

My kindly friends

Happy young heart

My child

With heart & with voice

Welcome, joy!

Allis prepared

For Love alone

My name is John Wellington Wells
Incantation - Sprites of earth and air
Now to the Banquet we press

Act2

‘Tis twelve, | think

Dear friends, take pity on my lot
Itis not Love

I rejoice that it’s decided

Oh, I have wrought much evil with my spells
Alexis! Doubt me not, my loved one!
Engaged To So-and-so

Oh! joyous boon!

Prepare for sad surprises

Or he or | must die

. . . )
Unique solutions
for

~ o =Y \. * -
sppual occasions
Inspirational floral designs for
weddings, parties, funerals & events.
Presentation bouquets
& floristry workshops.

For more information or to place orders
plcase contact Helen & Janet on:
01962 885446
info@thebloomingworkshop.co.uk
wwiaw.thebloomingworkshop.co.uk

Blooming
Workshop

Independent Floristry

ORCHESTRA

Violins Tessa Welford
Nuala Land e
Viola Jane Houghton
Cello Samantha Harris <
Bass Julia Casson é
Flute Lorraine Brazier :
Oboe Barry Collisson
Clarinets Mandy Moffatt
Ann Clausen
Trumpet Shaun Moffatt
Horn Colin McKay
Percussion Paul Lovegrove
Chorus
Mrs Partlet & Constance
Constance
Dr Daly
Dr Daly

Sir Marmaduke, Dr Daly, Alexis
Chorus of Ladies

Aline

Aline

Lady Sangazure

Chorus of Men

Lady Sangazure & Sir Marmaduke
Aline, Alexis, Notary & Chorus
Alexis

Mr Wells

Aline, Alexis, Mr Wells & Chorus
Finale

Trio & Chorus

Constance, Notary, Aline, Alexis, & Chorus
Alexis

Aline, Mrs Partlet, Alexis, Dr Daly, Sir Marmaduke
Lady Sangazure & Mr Wells

Aline

Dr Daly

Aline, Alexis, Dr Daly, & Chorus

Alexis

Finale

James Tewellers

Looﬁing for sometﬁing SJf)ecia[?
Qndi’via[ua([y ﬁamfcmﬁed jewe(ﬁzry
from an incﬁe}oencfent syecia[ist.

5 Parchment Street
(Near St Georges Street)
Winchester, Hants SO23 8AT

Tel: (01962) 851 898
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Stage Manager
Production Secretary
Production Team

Angie Barks
Jacqui Beckingham

Jacqui Beckingham, Anne Croudass, Louise Hodson

Choreographer Suzanne Hall ,
Artistic Co-ordinator Sue Aiken
Orchestra Secretary Gill Beck B ——
Set Design & Construction Sue Aiken with David Anderson, Brian Bush, Brian Hurst -
Make up Jacqui Beckingham with Christine Harding, Pam Jones,
Libby Crawford, Helen Guymer, Sian Woodruff
Costumes Ruth Walker with Anne Croudass and the cast.
Props Design Jo Burnaby
Props Team Grace Honeysett, Michael Honeysett, Mary Jackson, Nicky Moore
Prompt Penny Bullough
Lighting Design Adrian Davis
Lighting & Technical Theatre Royal
Backstage The usual suspects
Rehearsal Accompanist Christine Webster
Rehearsal Refreshments David Rowe
Sales & Marketing Gill Russell, Vernon Tottle
Front of House Rhian McNaughton

Programme Design

By Design Matters - ‘Engaging graphic design’

www.designmatters.me.uk | chris@designmatters.me.uk | 07809 673 969

Future Productions

Carousel
November 11th — 15th 2008

Information evening for Carousel = :
Monday May 19th 2008 at Wester '
School Winchester. 7.30pm G

For more details phone
Production Secretary
Jacqui Beckingham

01962 714287 x

The Mikado
April 28th —May 2nd 2009

70 St Mary Ax
London, EC3A 8BE
(est1877)

Penny curses our speciality only ggp
- buy one get one free!
On-line and mail order welcome
Delivery by Hercules Couriers
www.jwwsorc.co.uk

Butchers &
Delicatessen

Free Local Delivery

95 Olivers Battery Road South
Winchester SO22 4JQ
Telephone 01962 865593



http://www.designmatters.me.uk
http://www.jwwsorc.co.uk

- Headteacher, Western Primary School
* Mr Les Yaldren, Caretaker, Western Primary School

Also:

* Additional lyrics: Adrian Hickford and Nichola McKinley
« Auditors: Rothman Pantall

« The Meon Valley Preventing Dependency Unit (PDU)

" for loan of Zimmer frames

+ CHAR for location shots

* Chesil Theatre Wardrobe for Lady Sangazure’s wig

+ All those who have kindly donated raffle prizes

The Society acknowledges the generous help given by:

For further information contact:
Mr David Rowe, Friends’ Secretary

5 Western Road, Winchester SO21 5AH
Tel: 01962 854980

Membership Secretary:
Pamela Jones 01962 863826
email: pamjones@btinternet.com

The society appreciates the support of local businesses in
Winchester who help us through their sponsorship and by
advertising in our programme. If you would like to become
a sponsor or to place an advertisement in the programme
for our next production please contact Vernon Tottle on
01962 779611 or Gill Russell on 01962 855615,
Email: secretary@winchester-operatic.org.uk

Reduced Orchestration by:

James Newby Music - Tel: 01274 496564 Afflistod To The
Email: jamesnewbymusic@btinternet.com b e

Dramatic Association

Please call for an appointment

01962 844544

Star Lane House, Staple Gardens,

Winchester, Hampshire SO23 9AD

main@shentons.co.uk  www.shentons.co.uk

Disguise, apap;ﬁan
and love this is a
delightful
theatrical treat

Nobody's
Pettect

By Simon Williame
May loth - 24th
7.45pm
At the chesll Theatre,

Winchestet

Box COffice
Theatte Royal

Wihchester,
Ploee B4p44d
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