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1st Violins 
N ellie F ulcher 
Audrey D obson 
F rancis W ells 
G ladys H artnell 
Arthur Punter

2nd Violins 
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H elen Taylor 
D avid Dancy 
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J ohn  Snow  
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M ichael Voices 

G ordon  W hitfield

James Offord 
D avid James
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N orris E lton 
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M uriel W ilson
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THE STORY OF THE OPERA

Iolanthe was a fairy, banished for twenty-five years for that unforgiveable crime against fairy 
laws—she had married a mortal. She was “ the life and soul of fairyland,” being a bom leader 
(if fairies are ever bom), a gifted musician and dancer and greatly missed by all her sister 
fairies. At their unanimous request, the Queen at last pardons her, and there is universal 
rejoicing. She had chosen to live under-water, at the bottom of a stream, during her long 
banishment, and confesses to the Queen that it was because she wished to be near her son, 
Strephon. He appears, and is duly introduced to her Majesty and his numerous Fairy Aunts. 
The Queen is amazed at meeting someone who is “  a fairy down to the waist, but whose legs 
are mortal.”  She had no idea Iolanthe had a son.

Strephon is in love with Phyllis, a charming young Ward in Chancery, but so also are all 
the Peers o f the Realm, including her elderly Guardian, the all-powerful Lord Chancellor, 
who is “  singularly attracted by this young person.”  The Earls, Dukes and Viscounts press 
their claims, two in particular attracting the fair damsel by their eloquent, if extremely funny, 
love making. Phyllis and Strephon, however, scheme together to arrange a hurried wedding, 
soon to be rudely awakened by the indignant Lord Chancellor who has other plans regarding 
his Ward.

Things look very bleak for the two young lovers, but the Fairy Queen’s aid being invoked 
and readily promised, the ogre’s authority is openly defied. Strephon has a seat found for him 
in Parliament by a wave of the magic wand and he creates a sensation there by passing any 
Measure he likes. He is dubbed “ a Parliamentary Pickford, who carries everything,” according 
to Lord Mountararat.

ACT n

We are now at Westminster, and the struggle for the hand and heart of Phyllis reaches 
an acute stage. The two love-sick Peers nearly arrange a duel. The Lord Chancellor’s rest is 
sadly broken by dreams and nightmares, but he resolves to try again to arrange his case in 
court, while the whole of the fairies begin to make eyes at the very susceptible Earls, Dukes 
and Viscounts, who warmly respond. Even the stately Queen falls for the portly and stalwart 
Private Willis of the Guards. Then comes the amazing revelation that Iolanthe is the long-lost 
wife of the Chancellor. She pleads for her son Strephon, the magic wand is again waved and 
everything ends happily, as it certainly should. All the mortals are transformed into fairies 
complete with wings, and with their many brides-to-be head for Fairyland, singing as they go,

“  U p  in  th e  sky, ever so high,
Pleasures come in endless series;
We will arrange happy exchange
House of Peers for House of Peris.”

A.C.



41st PRODUCTION

IOLANTHE
o r  THE PEER AND THE PERI

By W. S. GILBERT and ARTHUR SULLIVAN

Dramatis Personae

The Lord C h an ce llo r..............................................
Earl of Mountararat - - - - - -
Earl Tolloller '
Private Willis (of the Grenadier Guards) - -  -
Strephon (an Arcadian Shepherd) -
Queen of the Fairies -
Iolanthe (a Fairy, Strephon's Mother) -
Celia ~|
Leila > Fairies - - - - - - -
Fleta J
Phyllis (an Arcadian Shepherdess and Ward in Chancery) -

G eoffrey Burnaby
-  Austen H ooker

Robert D avis 
E ric Salter 

Bryon Cavill
-  K athleen F ish 
Josephine Fulford

f  Esther Bryant 
-< J oyce M ackereth 
t  M argaret Bone 

Audrey Cattermole

Chorus of Dukes, Marquises, Earls, Viscounts, Barons and Fairies

ACT I — AN ARCADIAN LANDSCAPE 
ACT II — PALACE YARD, WESTMINSTER

DATE — between 1700 and 1882

Valerie Bell 
G wyneth Bevan 
Rosalyn Booth 
Ruby Boxall 
Shirley Cope

Thomas Barnard 
Ronald Baverstock 
John Blake 
Lionel Chew 
D avid Edwards 
Mervyn Hayne 
Brian H urst

Chorus o f Fairies
C aroline F rost 

P atricia H addock 
Phyllis hamblin 
Stella H arding 
C arol K eitless

Chorus o f Dukes, etc.
R aymond H utchins 

W illiam  J ones 
N orman Kemish 
Br ia n  Poulter 
R eginald  R eed 
John  R obinson

E lisabeth L e Brecht  
J oyce M acey 

M arjory M unro  
C elia Steel 

D anella Sweeney

E r ic  Salter 
A l ec  Sampson 

A ntho ny  Smith 
R ich a rd  Steel 

T erence Strange 
R icha rd  T row er  

M ario  Zollo

Producer and Stage Director: GLADWYS STARLING 

Musical Director: RAYMOND HUMPHREY

THE CAST WILL BE MOST GRATEFUL IF YOU WILL KINDLY REFRAIN FROM SMOKING

MUSICAL NUMBERS

ACT I
OVERTURE

1. Opening Chorus of Fairies, Soli (Celia and Leila) -
2. Invocation (Queen, Iolanthe, Celia, Leila and

Chorus o f  Fairies) - - - - -
3. Solo (Strephon and Chorus o f Fairies) -
4. Solo (Queen and Chorus o f Fairies) -  -  -
4a. Sou (Phyllis and Strephon) -
5. D uet (Phyllis and Strephon) -  -  -  -
6. Entrance and M arch of Peers (Tenors and Basses) - 
6a. Entrance of Lord Chancellor

7. Song (Lord Chancellor and Chorus o f Peers) -

8. Trio and Chorus of Peers (Phyllis, Lord Tolloller,
and Lord Mountararat) -  -

9. Recit. (Phyllis) - - - - - -
10. Chorus of P eers and Song (Lord Tolloller) -
11. Ensemble (Phyllis, Lord Tolloller, Lord Mountararat,

Strephon, Lord Chancellor and Chorus o f Peers) -
12. Song (Lord Chancellor) -  -  -  -  -
13. F inale, Act I  (Phyllis, Iolanthe, Queen, Leila, Celia,

Strephon, Lord Tolloller, Lord Mountararat,
Lord Chancellor and Chorus o f Fairies and Peers)

“  Tripping hither, tripping thither ”

“ Iolanthe from thy dark exile ” 
“  Good-morrow, good mother ” 

“ Fare thee well, attractive stranger ”
-  “ Good-morrow, good lover ”

-  “  None shall part us ” 
“  Loudly let the trumpet bray ”

“ The Law is the true embodiment ”

- “ My well-beloved Lord ”
- “ Nay, tempt me not ”

- “ Spurn not the nobly bora ”

-  “  My Lords, it cannot be ”
- “  When I went to the Bar ”

“  When darkly looms the day ”

ACT n
When all night long a chap remains ’ 
Strephon’s a Member of Parliament ’ 
When Britain really ruled the waves ’

1. Song (Sentry) -  -  -  -  -
2. Chorus of F airies and Peers -  -  -
3. Song (Lord Mountararat and Chorus) -
4. D uet (Leila, Celia, with Chorus o f Fairies,

Lord Mountararat and Lord Tolloller)
5. Song (Queen with Chorus o f Fairies)
6. Quartet (Phyllis, Lord Tolloller, Lord Mountararat

and Sentry) - - - - -  “  Though p’r’aps I may incur your blame
7. R e c i t . a n d  Song (Lord Chancellor) -  Love unrequited robs me of my rest
8. T rio (Lord Tolloller, Lord Mountararat and

Lord Chancellor) -
9. Duet (Phyllis and Strephon) -

10. R ecit. and Ballad (Iolanthe) -
11. Recit. (Iolanthe, Queen, Lord Chancellor and Fairies)
12. F inale (Phyllis, Iolanthe, Queen, Leila, Celia,

Lord Tolloller, Lord Mountararat, Strephon Lord
Chancellor and Chorus o f Fairies and Peers) -  Soon as we may, ofif and away

In vain to us you plead ’ 
“  Oh, foolish fay ’

“ He who shies at such a  prize * 
“ If we’re weak enough to tarry ’ 

My lord, a suppliant at your feet ’ 
-  -  -  “ It may not be ’



A LICENSED BAR and BUFFET 

is available in 

THE BANQUETING HALL 

At the Matinee, tea will be served 

during the interval

PREVIOUS PRODUCTIONS
The Pirates of Penzance ” - - 1913 “ Tom Jones ” - - 1938
The Mikado ” - - - 1914 “ Monsieur Beaucaire ” - 1939
Iolanthe ” - - - 1920 “ Merrie England ” , Concert Version 1947
The Yeoman of the Guard - 1921 “ Iolanthe ”  - - 1948
The Gondoliers ” - - - 1922 “ The Gondoliers ”  - - 1949
Patience ” - - - 1923 “ Patience ” - - 1950
Ruddigore” - - - - 1924 “ Trial by Jury ” and
Trial by Jury ” and “ The Pirates of Penzance ”  - - 1951
H.M.S. Pinafore ” - - - 1925 “ Princess Ida ” -  - - 1952
Princess Ida ” - - - 1926 “ The Mikado ” - 1953
The Mikado ” - - - 1927 “ Ruddigore ” - - 1954

' Iolanthe ” - - - 1928 “ The Yeoman o f the Guard ” - 1955
‘ Merrie England ” - - - 1929 “ Trial by Jury ” and
‘ The Gondoliers ” - - - 1930 “ H.M.S. Pinafore ”  - - 1956
‘ Utopia Limited ” - - - 1931 “ The Gondoliers ” - - 1957
‘ The Yeoman of the Guard[” - 1932 “ Utopia Limited ” - 1958
‘ Cox and Box ” and “ Patience ” - - 1959
The Pirates of Penzance ” - - 1933 “ Die Fledermaus ”  - _ 1960

‘ Ruddigore ” - - - - 1934 “ The Gypsy Baron ” - 1961
‘ Princess Ida ” - - - 1935 “ The Mikado ” _ 1962
‘ The Mikado ” - - - 1936 “ Cox and Box ” and
1Iolanthe ” - - - 1937 “ The Pirates of Penzance ” - - 1963

St Merrie England ” - 1964

^d istribu tion^ofS te O T <ite1teh“ f*y th e fou^togt 8‘Ve“ “  newspaper advertisin8 sPace and

W. R. Ashley & Sons, Ltd.
E. S. Attwood
R. & K. Behrens 
Bemfeld Bros.
J. W. Blanchard 
Calder Cave, Ltd.
Fred Croft 
A. Croft & Son, Ltd.
Muriel Croft
Crosby’s Sports Outfitters, Ltd. 
Drix Products, Ltd.
Eagle Hotel
D. C. Edmonds & Sons
R. M. Freemantle Ltd.,

Twyford 
Godrich & Petman, Ltd.
J. J. & M. Habel, Ltd.
S. J. Hancock & Sons, Ltd. 
Michael Harrington, Ltd.
A. E. Hayne & Son 
Highclere School o f Dancing

Hillier & Sons
The Hobby Horse, Alresford
Gordon Holland (Winchester), 

Ltd.
Hooker & Sons
R. C. Hutchins
Hyde Abbey Motor Works, 

Ltd.
Jewry Garages (Winchester), 

Ltd.
Keith Bros.
Norman G. Kemish & Co., Ltd.
T. M. Kingdon & Co., Ltd. 
Knowles & Marsh 
Bert Lucas, Ltd.
Maison Rodney 
Murrays
The New Winchester Laundry 
Northampton Town & County 

Building Society 
C. H. Pomeroy, Ltd.

Richardson & Starling Ltd., 
Hubert Smith & Son 
Snow White Electric Laundry 

(Winchester), Ltd. 
Standfield’s Stores, Twyford 
Taurus
Teague & King, Ltd.
Townends 
Twyford Laundry 
Tyrell & Green, Ltd.
J. Walsh
Wessex Motors, Ltd.
Westgate Colour Centre 

(Winchester), Ltd.
A. G. White
Whitwam’s, The Centre of 

Music 
N. A. Wilson
Winchester Camera Exchange 
Winchester Cycle & Motor Co. 
Winchester Pottery

The Society is holding its Annual Dinner Dance at the 
CADENA CAFE on THURSDAY, MAY 27th 

Tickets may be obtained from any member of the Committee

Over £3,700 has been given to various charities

In addition to those advertised, three performances have been given to schools

The Secretaries are available at each performance and will be delighted to give you details o f 
membership of the Society. Both acting and non-acting members are always welcome, and 
applications may be sent at any time to “ Overdale,” Twyford (Tel.: Twyford 3350)

t h e  s o c ie t y  e x t e n d s  a  c o r d ia l  w e l c o m e

TO MEMBERS OF VISITING SOCIETIES



In Memoriam

SIR GEORGE DYSON, K.C.V.O  

President 

1954 to 1964

Printed by Gabare Ltd., Winchester


